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CHAPTER XXII.
RANEE KHET MISSION.
IN accordance with instructions from the Directors of
the London Missionary Society, Mrs. Kennedy and
myself went at the beginning of May, 1869, to Ranee
Khet, a new station twenty miles north-west of Almora,
to enter on mission work there. Some time previously it
had been resolved to open a new mission in the Province,
and I had been appointed to commence it. After much
consideration Ranee Khet was deemed the most eligible
place for the extension of our work. The name means
" The Field of the Queen/3 and was probably given to it
in honour of Kalee, as it has on its higher part a small
temple sacred to her, round which the hill people hold a
yearly rnela. The place may be described as a rough
table-land, with an elevation of from 6,200 to 7,000 feet
above the level of the sea. With the exception of a
little land cleared on one side, the country for miles
around was covered with forests of pine, oak, and rhodo-
dendron, over which the people of the valleys pastured
their cattle at some .seasons of the year. The attention
of the Government was drawn to the place as suitable for
a military Sanitarium, and engineers were sent to open
up roads and investigate its capabilities. The report
made by them was so favourable that a considerable